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HOW TO PLAY TROMBONE (BRASS) 

Don’t get caught on what not to do, instead, concentrate on what to do. 
-Arnold Jacobs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are only three parts: 
 

I. Sing 
II. Blow 

III. Stay firm 
 

Do them in this order. 
To solve problems, check them in this order. 
Keep it simple – over analysis wastes time. 

 
If you must add one more thing: 

 
IV. Work your butt off on nos I, II, and III. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ON HOW TO PLAY: 
 Arnold Jacobs, Tuba, Chicago Symphony Orchestra 

Randall Hawes, Bass Trombone, Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
 Charles Vernon, Bass Trombone, Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
 Adolf ‘Bud’ Herseth, Trumpet, Chicago Symphony Orchestra 

  Dr. Nathaniel Brickens, University of Texas at Austin 
  (add names ad infinitum…) 


